
ELSET Elementary SchoolḰ
1800 Forest Park Drive  North Saanich, BC  V8L 4B8

Phone:  250.655.4648       SAFE ARRIVAL:  250.655.1194       Fax:  250.655.4384
Email:  ELSET_Elem@sd63.bc.caḰ   Website:  http:// ELSET.sd63.bc.ca/Ḱ

CALENDAR

MARCH
6..........Visiting Band, from Campbell 

River; 1:45
7..........Family Dance; 6:00-8:30; 

details below
8-23.....Spring Break

APRIL
2..........Early (1:48) Dismissal, to 

facilitate Home/School 
Conferences

3..........Fun Lunch
7..........Non-Instructional Day; 

students do not attend school
9..........PAC Meeting; 6:30
11........Photo Day
16........Cross Country Meet; 

Centennial Park; 3:15
18........Good Friday Stat Holiday
21........Easter Monday Stat Holiday
23........Cross Country Meet; 

Centennial Park; 3:15
25........Jump Rope for Heart
30........Cross Country Meet; 

Centennial Park; 3:15

MAY
12........Non-Instructional Day; 

students do not attend school
15........Fun Lunch
21........PAC Meeting; 6:30
22........Science Ventures lessons in 

each class
24........Bottle Drive; 9:00-1:00
28-30...Grade Five Camp

JUNE
9..........Learning Showcase; 12:30; 

details below
11........Learning Showcase; 6:15
18........PAC Meeting; 6:30
20........Fun Day (morning)
23........Grade Five Luncheon and 

Farewell Assembly; 12:45
25........Year End Assembly; 1:00
26........Last Day for Students

JANUARY 2014 NEWSLETTER

BOUQUETS TO...
• the members of the Swim Club, for a successful 

season!  Thanks to sponsors Mrs. Doehring, Mrs. 
Jespersen, Mrs. McRae and Mrs. Trottier!

• Members of the Basketball team, for a great season! 
Thanks to coaches, Mrs. Hodgson, Mrs. Postlethwaite 
and Mr. Whalen!

• Mrs. Rose, for the great music sessions she is providing for our 
students each Friday morning and for the many extra hours of 
preparation involved!  Hearty thanks to our PAC for their generous 
financial support of this initiative!

• Our PAC Executive and other parent volunteers, for another 
very enjoyable Movie Night!

• The parents who recently assisted with laminating the early 
primary Home Reading materials!  Thank you to our PAC,  for 
providing the funds to purchase these special books, to facilitate 
Home Reading!

• Thank you to Ms. McManus and Mrs. Monette, for their efforts 
with the 250 Nights of Reading program, including the awesome 
display and fun incentives! Congratulations to all students for 
their accomplishments!  Thank you to parents/guardians, for 
encouraging the all-important reading habit!

• Kathy Mikkelson and Sara Benson, for organizing our new Lost 
and Found system, and to Brian Bennett, for building the display 
rack for the school!

• Thank you Heather Lal, Carolyn Moeller, Lindsay Trudeau and 
Jodi Castillo, for the great overhaul of the servery!

• the KELSET School community, for surpassing our Spread the Net 
goal!  We raised $5767.  With the matching grant, this equates to 
$40 369 (4036 nets)!!  Congratulations to Levi and Anya 
Viinikka, for initiating this project and thanks to their Mom, 
Jennifer, for all of her efforts!

REPORT CARDS
Report cards will be issued throughout the month of March, at times 
determined by the teacher, based on their instructional/ assessment 
schedules and personal schedules. 
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BELIEFS DAY
We enjoyed a wonderful assembly last week, 
reinforcing the KELSET Beliefs and focusing on 
the Golden Rule and Filling Buckets.  Mrs. Rose's 
and Mrs. Jespersen's class presented the "Filling 
Buckets Alphabet."  Ms. Willock's class did choral 
speaking of their ideas for filling friends' buckets. 
Mrs. Rose, Mr. Williams and Miss Peloquin 
(spelling??) performed a special song about the 
golden rule and celebrating the late Pete Seegar. 
Thing One and Thing Two (Emily  and Emily!) did 
a commercial to encourage reading!  Golden Girl 
(Ms. Collett) told a special story, based on Oscar 
Wilde's, The Happy Prince, that featured Mr. 
Franceschini as the happy prince and Ms. 
McManus as Sparrow.   The children and staff 
enjoyed wearing their school clothing and/or 
school colors, with accents of gold and also our 
special blue and green, pink and gold ribbons. 
 The children had special bookmarks on which 
they made a commitment to following the Golden 
Rule. The school was decorated with golden 
ribbons and balloons too!  

EXTRA CLOTHING
During the snowy/rainy weather, we regularly 
have students slip and get wet/muddy.  It is 
VERY helpful if each student has an extra pair of 
clothing at school (the clothes need not be fancy 
or favorites!) - this avoids parents needing to 
make a special trip to the school and/or the child 
having to spend part of the day uncomfortable in 
wet clothes. 

We have a SMALL quantity of extra clothes 
available at the school.  WE WELCOME 
DONATIONS OF PANTS, UNDERWEAR AND 
SOCKS, for emergencies.

If your child comes home in any of this extra 
clothing, PLEASE WASH AND RETURN 
BORROWED ITEMS PROMPTLY.

One of our families needs to find a home or 
homes for a couple of young cats (1 - 2 years 
old) and also for a'72 Oldsmobile, that is ready 
to be a restoration project!  Please contact Mr. 
Franceschini if you may be interested...

LEARNING SHOWCASE
We look forward to providing demonstrations of 
the students' learning in their music sessions with 
Mrs. Rose and through the extra-curricular clubs 
(Juggling, Skipping, Dance, etc.) in an afternoon 
(12:20) performance on Monday, June 9th and an 
evening (6:15) performance on Wednesday, June 
11th.    These performances will provide an 
alternative to the “Variety Shows” this year.  

We look forward to “showcasing” the students' 
ongoing achievements; the emphasis will be on 
demonstrating the students' enjoyment and skill 
development, as opposed to “perfectly polished 
performances.”

HEAD LICE
As in all schools and other places where large 
numbers of children gather, head lice is a semi-
regular occurrence at our school.  While head lice 
is a nuisance (and at times can become very 
frustrating!), it is not a health hazard.  We work 
closely with the Public Health Nurse associated 
with our school and follow the protocols VIHA 
recommends.

The best way to avoid infestations in your home 
and in our classes is for parents/ guardians to do 
regular (i.e. weekly) checks of their own 
children's hair.  As well, it is important that you 
notify the school if you discover that your child 
has lice, so that we can inform other 
parents/guardians in the class, so they may be 
especially vigilant with their lice checks.  It is 
important to follow the specific procedures 
described by VIHA and/or the pharmacy, in order 
to effectively and efficiently deal with lice.  Don't 
hesitate to contact the school or the Public Health 
office should you have any questions about 
treatment, etc. 

 SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM

please email 

kelsetsafearrival@sd63.bc.ca

or call 250-655-1194

if your child will be absent or late.

(Please do not call the main office 
number, thank you.)
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FAMILY DANCE
The KELSET FAMILY SPACE DANCE is 
happening this Friday, from 6:00 - 8:30pm!  You 
don't want to miss this stellar event.  Come in 
costume as your favourite Star Wars character 
(no light sabres please), an alien, an astronaut, 
or you can wear glow in the dark or neon clothes. 
 

Just a reminder: all students and their siblings 
must be accompanied & supervised by a parent 
or guardian.  It's a FAMILY Dance, after all!

And there are still some cosmic volunteer jobs to 
be filled, so please check out this link for our 
Dance Volunteer Sign Up Sheet.
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4BADAC28A1
3-family

Hope to see you all there!

EXTRA CURRICULAR
Cross Country practises will begin the week after 
Spring Break.  Students in Grades 2 through 5 
may participate in the lunch time runs (Mondays 
and Fridays and some Wednesdays, etc.).  We 
run the Panorama trail and loop back to the 
school along East Saanich Rd.  We have lots of 
staff participants, to ensure safety.  The Grade 3-
5 students are encouraged to participate in three 
after school meets at Centennial Park in April. 
The Grade Twos will have their own special "Mini 
Meet" at the school in early May!   Parents are 
welcome to run with us at our practises or to be 
marshalls along our route.

Track and Field will begin for students in Grades 
3 through 5 in May.  All students in these grades 
will be introduced to long jump, ball throw and 
running activities, including relays, through PE 
classes and those who choose to can attend 
lunch time practises and attend the District Meets 
in early June.  

Best Wishes for a restful, fun, active and 
sunny Spring Break!  See you on Monday, 

March 24th!

C  OMMUNITY NEWS...  
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