
ELSET Elementary SchoolḰ
1800 Forest Park Drive  North Saanich, BC  V8L 4B8

Phone:  250.655.4648       SAFE ARRIVAL:  250.655.1194       Fax:  250.655.4384
Email:  ELSET_Elem@sd63.bc.caḰ   Website:  http:// ELSET.sd63.bc.ca/Ḱ

CALENDAR

November
29........Popcorn Day

Soccer Jamboree (a.m.)

December
4..........Anawim Assembly; 10:30 am
5..........1:48 Dismissal, to facilitate 

Home/School Conferences
11........PAC Meeting; 6:30
13........Popcorn Day
16........Carolling; 6:30 pm
19........Fun Lunch
20........Last day of First Term

January
6..........First day of Second Term
8..........PAC Meeting; 6:30 pm
11........Bottle Drive; 9:00-1:00 pm
16........Fun Lunch

NOVEMBER 2013 NEWSLETTER

BOUQUETS TO...
• Wendy Thompson, for her efforts with our fall fundraisers!  And 

a big thank you to all who have supported the various 
programs!

• The PAC, for the very enjoyable Movie Night and Games Night!
• Mrs. Hodgson, Mrs. Postlethwaite, Ms. Smith and Mrs. Underwood, for 

coaching our Soccer Team!  Mrs. Fawkes, for coaching the Skipping 
Team!  Mme St. Amand, for sponsoring the Juggling Team!

MUSIC SESSIONS
The PAC has generously provided funds to allow Mrs. Rose to provide 
Music lessons for all of our students this year and these sessions began last 
Friday.  Mrs. Rose will have two singing sessions with all primary and 
intermediate students prior to the Christmas break.  Beginning in January, 
Mrs. Rose will provide three ukulele lessons per month for our Grade 4 and 
5 students and one singing/ movement lesson per month for the primary
students.  We know that the students will enjoy these sessions very much!  
Thank you, PAC, for making this extra learning opportunity possible! 

CAROLLING
We hope you will join us in the gym at 6:30 on Monday, December 16th, to 
enjoy singing Christmas carols.  This will provide a chance to connect with 
other students and families prior to the Christmas break and hopefully help 
get everyone into the Christmas spirit!  Cash donations or donations of non-
perishable food items and new or very gently used gift items will be 
gratefully accepted at the door, to assist us in providing food and gift 
hampers to needy families in our school community.

DONATIONS FOR ANAWIM HOUSE
Please remember to send in donations for the stockings that we are putting 
together for the homeless, by Friday, December 6th. 

BOTTLE DRIVE
Please save your bottles, cans, etc. for our January Bottle Drive!  The trailer 
will be available at the front of the school for “drop offs” from Monday 
through Friday on our first week back.  Or, you can drop your items off on 
the morning of the 11th.  Your assistance with sorting, etc.(any time between 
9:00 and 2:30) would be much appreciated!

 SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM

please email 

kelsetsafearrival@sd63.bc.ca

or call 250-655-1194

if your child will be absent or late.

(Please do not call the main office 
number, thank you.)

mailto:KELSET_ELem@sd63.bc.ca
http://kelset.sd63.bc.ca/
mailto:kelsetsafearrival@sd63.bc.ca


W.I.T.S.
Auxilliary Constable Tim Fletcher and Constable 
Kathy Rochlitz will review the W.I.T.S. Strategy with 
our Kindergarten to Grade Two students this 
Thursday, November 28th. The W.I.T.S. strategy is 
used effectively throughout Island schools.  Ask your 
children to tell you how they “use their W.I.T.S.”

W alk Away  
I gnore
T alk it Out
S eek Help

• The children are encouraged to walk away to 
remove themselves from a troublesome situation 
and perhaps to calm down.  

• They are encouraged to ignore little things. 
• They are encouraged to talk out conflict, before a 

situation gets too stressful or when everyone has 
calmed down. 

• The students are encouraged to seek help any 
time they feel they need assistance solving a 
problem.  We emphasize the difference between 
telling an adult to get help with a problem and 
telling an adult to get someone in trouble 
(“tattling.”)  Also, students are encouraged to seek 
help if little problems are repeatedly happening.

REPORTING/CONFERENCING
By the end of the month, parents/guardians will have 
received report cards for the first term and by early 
December, parents/guardians will all have had the 
opportunity to conference with their children's 
teachers.  The conferences and report cards provide 
opportunities to celebrate each individual's 
successes, to identify areas for continued 
development and to set goals and discuss ways to 
support progress toward these goals.  Hopefully, 
everyone begins the second term rejuvenated from 
the Christmas break and with a clear idea of the 
areas to focus on, in order to maximize each students' 
progress.

PROBLEM SOLVING STEPS
The District – and hence the school - has a clearly 
articulated problem solving process. Generally, for 
classroom-specific matters, you should begin by 
discussing your concerns with the classroom teacher 
and for school-level matters, you should begin by 
discussing your concerns with the Principal or Vice 
Principal, unless a discussion with  your child's 
teacher seems an appropriate first step.  Usually, as 
questions are asked and information and perceptions 
are shared, the “problem” is better understood and 
appropriate plans can be made, as necessary, to 
allow the concerns to be addressed to everyone's 
satisfaction.    Please see the chart below for further 
details about the problem solving process 
encouraged by the school and District.

Problem Solving Process:
• The Teacher - begin here to find the facts 

regarding classroom matters and develop a 
plan if required. This is the person to check with 
on all matters pertaining to your child’s 
educational needs.

• The Principal/Vice Principal - the principal and 
vice principal are the educational leaders and 
have a broad perspective on the school.  They 
will make every attempt to help develop a plan 
to address your concern. 

• Assistant Superintendents – Scott Stinson and 
Mark Fraser will offer additional insights and 
support to help solve the problem.

• The Superintendent – Nancy Macdonald is the 
District’s senior administrator and will make 
every attempt to solve the problem at the 
District level.

• The Trustees - contact the Trustee(s) in your 
Zone by phone or write a letter to the Chair of 
the School Board.

Formal Appeal Procedure - If your concerns are 
still not addressed satisfactorily, you may formally 
appeal a decision according to the regulations 
outlined in the District Appeal Policy. Request a 
copy from your school, your COPACS delegate or 
the School Board Office, or visit the District 
website at www.sd63.bc.ca.

http://www.sd63.bc.ca/


SCHOOL PLAN
Below you will find an update on our efforts toward 
continuous school improvement, including a few 
highlights from each goal/priority area of our School 
Plan.

Goal #1:   to increase student engagement in 
learning...
• Inquiry projects and activities allow students to focus 

on the topics and questions that they are curious 
about;

• Teachers are working collaboratively to ensure that 
individual students  have instruction and learning 
activities suited to their current level/needs;

• Technology is being used in a variety of ways to 
ensure that students are working on materials at a 
“just right level” and with materials that are 
motivating to them (for example, many students are 
really enjoying using the Reflex Math program, to 
develop their command of basic math facts and 
other students are enjoying the Raz Reader and 
Lexia reading programs.)

• Classroom instruction is significantly enhanced by 
the use of our ceiling-mounted LCD projectors (the 
internet makes many valuable resources readily 
available to teachers and students) and document 
cameras (for example, many students love to share 
their writing using the document camera.  Thanks to 
PAC for helping fund this project.)

• The Student Links section of our webpage provides 
valuable resources for students to use to support 
their learning at home, as well as during the school 
day.

Goal #2:  to improve literacy achievement
• We continue to expand our collections of levelled 

books, including non-fiction materials of different 
complexities, from “easy readers”to more advanced.  
We are getting quite an impressive collection!

• Teachers at each grade level have identified key 
literacy strategies to focus on, providing a K to 5 
sequence of the most effective reading responding 
strategies.  In this way, ELSET students are Ḱ
assured of leaving  Grade 5 with a toolkit full of the 
most effective reading/writing strategies.

• Teachers at each grade level have determined the 
most effective ways to provide spelling instruction for 
their group of students.  In some cases, the Words 
Their Way program is being used as in previous 
years, but in several cases, spelling programs are 
being used in classrooms with daily reading writing 
lessons, in order to try to better meet student needs.

• Attempts to engage students in “just right” and 
motivating materials and activities, as outlined under 
Goal 1, should lead to increased literacy skill 
development.

Ongoing Priorities:

Valuing Diversity
• We continue to encourage students to be 

appreciative of the many ways that everyone is 
different, including strengths and challenges in 
different areas and unique family and cultural 
backgrounds.

• We are guided by the District's Enhancement 
Agreement as we plan activities to increase the 
knowledge of and  respect for the First Nations, 
Metis, Inuit and Other Indigenous Cultures.  

Social Responsibility
• We continue to help students to understand that our 

ELSET Beliefs (see next page) should guide all of Ḱ
our actions.

• We encourage students to be “bucket fillers” and to 
remember “The Golden Rule.”

• Grade Four and Five students enjoy Leadership 
activities, including assisting at lunch eating time 
and on the playground. 

• Students, staff and parent volunteers
remain committed to our Green Team initiatives.

• Students have cross-grade connections through 
their Buddy Classes.

Numeracy Achievement
• A main focus in this area this fall has been the 

school-wide use of Reflex Math, for students in 
Grades Two through Five.  We are excited about the 
potential that this program (which was piloted in 
Grade Five last year, with great success) has to 
build our students' math fluency.

• A continued focus on hands on, real life math 
experiences helps to ensure that learning is as 
meaningful and relevant as possible.

• Teachers continue to work collaboratively to find the 
best ways to ensure that instruction is as effective as 
possible and tailored to meet students at their levels.

Active, Healthy Lifestyles
• Classes participate in Daily P.E., including enjoying 

our Weekly Class Walks.
• Students in Grades 4 and 5 enjoy “Enriched/ 

Alternate P.E. Activities”, such as golf, water sports, 
karate, tennis and curling.

• Teachers encourage healthy snacks and students 
enjoy the Fruit and Veggie program. 

• Regular extra curricular sports activities are offered.

We are excited about our school improvement initiatives 
and student, staff and parent successes!  We remain 
committed to ongoing reflection and collaboration as we 
strive to make each student's time at ELSET as Ḱ
successful and rewarding as possible.



Please take a moment to provide us feedback, using 
the “tear-off” below.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bouquets to:

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Student/Staff/PAC Successes:

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Concerns/Suggestions...

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Name:________________________________________






